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Our Mission

Our Vision

seulaV ruO

KINDNESS

We are kind and inclusive, and build a
culture where everyone belongs

RESPECT

We foster respect for all those who have
served their country and communities,
both past and present

APPRECIATION

We honour and appreciate our
donors and partners

RESULTS
RESPONSIBILITY

2021 GRATITUDE REPORT

We take fun seriously and we will
make an impact on every camper's life
We are responsible stewards of our
donated resources and natural
environment
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, KIM SMITH
After a "No Summer Report" in 2020, all of us at Camp Maple Leaf are delighted to provide our "Gratitude Report" to all our Camp Maple Leaf donors,
partners, supporters, our camp staff, camper parents and volunteers. Our "Summer Report" is now our "Gratitude Report" telling you our story of an
inspiring, COVID free summer on Jacob's Island.
To all of our camper parents, both new and old, thank-you for your trust and for sending your children to Camp Maple Leaf in 2021. We are proud of
our achievements this past summer. With protocols in place, and a staff committed to safety, we had as happy a summer as I can ever remember at
Camp. More than ever we needed Camp. The old friends and our new ones, the Island Games, Camp Swim, cabin clean up and the care and rolemodelling provided by our counsellors and staff. "We did it"
To our donors and sponsors, thank you is not enough. We hope this Gratitude Report helps you understand the
impact your contributions have on our Campers and Staff. Your continued belief in the positive difference camp can
make in the lives of children from Canadian Military Families as well as other children living with unique life
challenges makes it all possible. This past summer, we launched new programs for children with Brittle Bone Disease
and children with limb differences. We look forward to growing both of these programs in years to come. We also
held 2 successful family camp programs in co-operation with Down Syndrome Association of Ontario and plans are
already underway for increased participation at Camp for children with Down Syndrome.

As we say at Camp at every meal during announcements, "But Wait, There's More" - MORE?
Yes, plans to grow our Camp Maple Leaf program to both eastern and western Canada are now well underway.
We look forward to sharing our plans with all of you and we are hopeful we will have your enthusiastic support!
Thank you all for 2021!

Kim Smith, President

- CML cam
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per parent
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OUR SUMMER ON
JACOB'S ISLAND
LETTER FROM OUR CAMP DIRECTOR

2021 was hands down the most meaningful camp summer
of my life – even though I’ve been attending or leading
camps since I was a child. I tend to be the type of person who
loves beautiful, happy moments - whether it's a beautiful
sunset or witnessing acts of kindness. This was my summer
of tears. Every day had multiple moments where an
overwhelming sense of gratitude would wash over me and I
would have to take a moment and swallow the lump in my
throat before I could continue.

As the saying goes, “it takes a village”. Well, this pandemic
proved it, every step of the way. Before camp even began,
we had groups of Military and Team Rubicon volunteers
come to camp and help make our island warm and
welcoming, even with our new physical distancing measures
and our strict COVID protocol. It is very humbling when you
have real life action heroes taking their time to lend their
strength, expertise, and heart to our little island.

Children of Canadian
Military Families

Children of short stature
and their families

Children of
First Responder Families

Children with Tourette syndrome
and their siblings

Children with facial differences

Children with Osteogenisis
Imperfecta (Brittle Bones)

Children who are grieving
the death of a parent or sibling

Children with limb loss and
congenital limb differences
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Speaking of gifts, we were blessed by an outpouring of support
from so many. Some examples included 150 donated chairs from
Chairman Mills, wood for sign-making from our local Home
Hardware, bags and bags of bedding and fabric, folding full size
tables and 85 individual tables from our community - and surplus
materials from neighbouring camps! This support actually led us
in some unexpected and wonderful new directions, as we met a
mom whose daughter lives with Osteogenesis Imperfecta, or
Brittle Bones. While our conversation began with her generous
offer to donate tables to camp, it ultimately led to our creating
the very first pilot camp for families of children with OI – and a
template for a larger program to come in 2022. Together with
our new 3-day camps for families having children with Down
syndrome, this summer saw us continuing to reach out to new
children living with unique life challenges in creative new ways.

- CML Camper Parent

We are eternally grateful for the countless volunteers who took
their vacation time, travelled back and forth great distances,
delivered food and supplies, sewed curtains and even joyfully did
dishes. Some of our volunteers provided the added and needed
professional help with this special summer by offering additional
mental health support, nursing coverage and staffing for the final
session of summer.
My gratitude for the staff is overwhelming. Our staff are each
unique incredible individuals, but they all have one thing in
common and that is the determination above all else to create
friendships and memories for these children. This summer
required them to be extra creative, extra enthusiastic, extra
adaptable…and they brought on the Smize (smiling with their
eyes when masked) every single day!
I am so grateful for the village that made it all possible! Thank you
for being a part of the most memorable summer ever!

April "Calypso" Young
Camp Director, Jacob's Island

The summer of 2021 included so many firsts….and one of the most exciting of those
was the launch of new family programming at Camp Maple Leaf. In addition to
children living with Osteogenesis Imperfecta joining us with their parents, Camp 321 for families having children with Down syndrome took place for the very first
time.
We first connected with the Down Syndrome Association of Ontario (DSAO) in
November of 2019 and there was instant enthusiasm for the idea of creating a
brand-new camp program for children with Down syndrome. We called it Camp 321, after the third copy of chromosome 21 that is associated with Down Syndrome.
After a whole lot of dreaming and brainstorming with staff and Board members
alike, both DSAO and CML were raring to go for the summer of 2020. Domenic
Gentilini (DSAO President) prepared to reach out to affiliates to share this new
opportunity….and then we all know what happened that spring. Our island
remained dormant, and we needed to put our plans for Camp 3-21 on hold for the
moment.
Fast forward to June of 2021, and the planned return of campers to Camp Maple
Leaf under a new system of COVID precautions. While we were all thrilled to be
re-opening carefully and responsibly, the DSAO and CML teams were also keenly
aware of the higher level of risk of this population of children. At the same time, we
also knew how much it would mean to these campers if we could somehow make
the camp experience possible….so we got creative. Our idea was to welcome the
entire family to join us, and a new style of family camp was born! Our new Camp 321 Family Camp focussed on each individual family unit as a natural alreadyexisting “cohort” and invited them to enjoy all the fun of camp together with their
children. By mid-summer we had opened registration to two family camp sessions,
and both were resounding successes.

- Domenic Gentilini, DSAO Chair

We’re already making plans, together with our partners and friends at DSAO, for
the summer of 2022 - to continue innovating Camp 3-21 in new ways in the coming
year.

YOUR STAFF WERE AMAZING! OVER
AND BEYOND TO ENSURE WE
ENJOYED THE BEAUTY OF THE ISLAND
AND MAKE THIS A MEMORABLE
EXPERIENCE!!
- CML Camper Parent

Camp Tanamakoon is an overnight camp for girls in Algonquin
Park. Tanamakoon was established in 1925 and for the past 37
years, Kim Smith, our President, and his family have owned
and operated Tanamakoon. As owner and senior Director, Kim
has guided the complete re-construction and modernization
of the Camp facility while ensuring that its core values and
traditions are maintained.

In 1995, The Camp Tanamakoon Charitable Foundation was started with the original purpose
of donating annually to women's and children's charities. As our donations grew, we supported
smaller, less known groups of children facing unique life challenges. We began to recognize
the need for these groups to have their own camp where they could return each summer.

Kim Smith, Owner/Senior Director, Camp Tanamakoon
and his family

The challenge for these campers and their supporting organizations was to find that site. To reach this goal, the
Foundation assumed ownership of Camp Maple Leaf and was privileged to continue and enrich its legacy of providing
quality Camp experiences to children who share unique life challenges as well as children from Canadian Military
Families.

Patti Thom
Director, Camp Tanamakoon

Patti Thom is the long-serving Camp Director at Camp Tanamkoon, as well as a former Board member and
continuing passionate friend of Camp Maple Leaf. In her words, “Our entire Camp Tanamakoon family is
tremendously proud of our association with Camp Maple Leaf. To us, it is a demonstration of how we can make an
impact in this world, and another wonderful opportunity to set a positive example to our campers. It is truly part
of who we are at Tan. We are excited for its plans for the future, and look forward to sharing more with our
community in the months and years ahead!"

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Kim Smith, Chair
Bill Bourque
Robyn Clark
Leslie Greey
Liisa Kuuter
Telah Morrison
Todd Walsh

ADVISORS
James Conolly
Don Dixon
Ryan Hanes
Jay Hooper
Namita Joshi
Linda Leckie
Jane McCutcheon
James Thomson

Many Thanks!
Every year, CML is grateful for the generosity of so many.
Here are a few stories of our great supporters.

Canada Company
In addition to our beautiful natural surroundings on Jacob’s Island, our facilities are a big part of the camp
magic. Thanks to the generosity of Canada Company, we’ve been able to complete key facility upgrades over the
past two years.
Following up on their donations last year that helped expand and refurbish our Arts &
Crafts Centre, Canada Company turned their attention to upgrading the Annex
building in the spring of 2021. Their support enabled us to purchase all the required
materials to complete roofing, siding and deck upgrades. When completed, it will
become a multi-purpose resource centre with recreation space, library and
accommodations for guests and program specialists each summer. This Fall Canada
Company has confirmed their support for needed camper cabin upgrades.
Our sincere thanks to the Board of Directors of Canada Company and to Marie Claire
Ouellette, Managing Director, for their ongoing generous support!

2CER

Our good friends from Canadian Armed Forces Base Petawawa's 2nd
Combat Engineers Regiment joined us on Jacob’s Island over three
separate occasions this year, and their volunteer efforts made a huge
impact.
Their discipline and work ethic is only eclipsed by the heart and soul
they put into their work. Our thanks go to them for their roofing and
siding skills in helping our Annex have a new lease on life, and for
their enthusiastic support of camp!

Mike & Leah Trauner
Mike "Megatron" and Leah "Bumblebee" Trauner are two of our
very special friends at Camp Maple Leaf. On December 5, 2008,
Mike was a Mater Corporal in the Canadian Armed Forces and
lost both legs while on patrol in Afghanistan. Over the past
decade, Mike has been sharing his exceptional story of personal
triumph and overcoming adversity with our campers who are
living with their own unique life challenges. Mike is also a worldclass para-athlete and an inspiration to all of us at camp.

Mike "Megatron" at
Camp Maple Leaf, 2019
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This spring, Leah enthusiastically shared a wonderful social
media post about Camp Maple Leaf, as part of Telus Friendly
Future Foundation’s “#FriendlyFuture” campaign – and her
positive message succeeded in securing a generous grant to help
us send even more children to camp.
Thank you Telus, Mike, Leah, and all who shared her great post.
Together, we are indeed helping make the future friendly!
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Bringing the Camp Maple Leaf
experience to even more children!
We wish to express our gratitude to Support our
Troops for their significant financial support to
military families with children attending Camp
Maple Leaf. Support our Troops as well as Legions
across Ontario are helping to ensure camp remains
accessible to as many families as possible.

Joining in this effort are many individuals who
believe in our work – including the following two
great friends of camp.

I LOVE THE BONFIRES AND ROASTING
MARSHMALLOWS. AND THE CAMP VIDEO THAT ME
AND MY MOM SAW WHERE THEY SAID YOU MAKE
FRIENDS FOR LIFE? IT'S TRUE!!!

Don Dixon
After a long and distinguished career as a Senior Officer in the Canadian Forces, Colonel (retired) Donald R.
Dixon founded Lodestar Security Solutions in 2012. This privately held company coordinates and implements
comprehensive strategic security plans, and provides highly specialized services to a number of multinational
corporations.
When a mutual friend shared the Camp Maple Leaf story with him in 2016,
Don was immediately inspired! Lodestar stepped up to become a generous
annual donor, and Don personally joined on as an Advisor to Camp Maple
Leaf. Our sincere thanks for your leadership and tremendous support, Don!

Ryan Hanes
Ryan Hanes wears many hats as a supporter and friend. As a
Camp Maple Leaf alumnus, Ryan knows first-hand the positive
impact of the experience. Each year, he works tirelessly within
the Kingston community to raise funds and help send children
from low-income homes to camp. An advisor and friend, Ryan
holds a special place in our hearts.
Thank you, Ryan, – on behalf of all the children you’ve helped
with the gift of camp in 2021.
2021 GRATITUDE REPORT
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True Patriot Love
The True Patriot Love Foundation has been an
outstanding partner of Camp Maple Leaf for
many years, providing needed financial support
and offering invaluable professional advice as
we grew our program. In 2021 the support of

THANK YOU TO ALL
OF OUR DONORS!

True Patriot Love has once again been
remarkable. While uncertainty surrounding the
pandemic threatened to keep summer camps
closed in 2021, their unwavering support
enabled us to continue our plans and
eventually welcome campers back on July 4.

For more information, visit www.truepatriotlove.ca

True Patriot Love focussed its funding this year
in two key areas. The first area of focus was
our Kids of Heroes program (session #3)
serving children from families in which a
parent from the Military or First Responder has
been diagnosed with an Operational Stress
Injury. The second area of focus was to support
our Leadership Development Program, which
provides age-appropriate skill-development
and programming for youth ages 14-16 that can
lead to future roles as camp and community
leaders. Ultimately TPL was instrumental in
helping us once again reopen Camp Maple Leaf,
and we were thrilled that they chose to join us
in person this summer to experience first-hand
what their incredible contributions are
enabling us to accomplish.
Namita Joshi, Chief Program Officer at True
Patriot Love Foundation, shared “We are so
impressed by the accomplishments of Camp
Maple Leaf over the past few years and all we
have been able to bring to life together. The
excitement, momentum and potential is
palpable!”

Our thanks to all at True Patriot Love – Board
members, team members and donors - for
continuing to help Camp Maple Leaf to
achieve its mission. Together, we are making
a tremendous positive impact on children and
youth from Canadian Military Families.

Please click HERE for a complete
list of our donors

2021 Financials
Total Operational Expenses

Total Revenue

Site Capital Improvement
4.5%

Contribution from Camper Fees
22%
Admin, Comms, Fundraising
22.6%

Donors
42%

Camper Sponsorship
20%
Camp Program
73%

Government Subsidies
16%

For further financial details, please contact us.

Our vision to serve more campers across Canada
Our Gratitude Report is all about sharing with you, our generous donors, the real impact of your contribution. Together with
you, 2021 was indeed an incredible success for the 600 campers and camper families who experienced all the fun and
friendships of Camp Maple Leaf in Ontario. In addition, your tremendous support has enabled us to dream big, and envision a
future where we triple this impact over the coming three years.
You have inspired us to set an ambitious goal to serve even more
children from across Canada through the opening of two
additional camps in Atlantic Canada and Western Canada. These
new locations would join with our flagship camp in Ontario to
form a network of Camp Maple Leaf locations spreading from
east to west. Our goal is build towards ultimately serving 2000
campers each year through three camps, located in 3 regions of
the country, over the coming three years. To read more about
our strategic plan, please click here.
Your support has enabled us to take this first
step down this ambitious path, with the
establishment of our Atlantic Canada
location for the summer of 2022! Our new
partners at Green Hill Lake Camp share this
compelling vision for Camp Maple Leaf’s
expansion and have agreed to a strategic
partnership to help bring our plans to life.
We are excited to share more details with
you in the weeks and months ahead, and
with your continued support we all look
forward to welcoming our first campers
through the doors of this beautiful new camp
location in New Brunswick in August of 2022.

2021 GRATITUDE REPORT
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A camp as unique as the children we serve.

FOR HELPING MAKE GREAT THINGS HAPPEN
Contact us:

Phone: 905-338-5200
Email: info@campmapleleaf.ca

www.campmapleleaf.ca

@WeLoveCampMapleLeaf

@CampMapleLeaf

@WeLoveCampMapleLeaf

@CampMapleLeaf
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